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Welcome to UConn ECE ENGL 1011! This is going to be a challenging, yet exciting, year filled 
with new knowledge about yourself and the societies around you. In order to prepare for the 
upcoming year, there are a few tasks and assignments that you will need to complete prior to the 
start of the class. These assignments all have a distinct purpose: to give you foundational 
knowledge and prepare you for the upcoming units. Please complete the following for your prep 
work: 

UConn ECE Tasks: 

❖ Confirm your addition to the class on Microsoft Teams. The class is labeled “UConn ECE 
ENGL 1011”. (If you’re not in the class, message me. If you are, you’re all set for this task!) 

❖ Join the class on the Remind App using the following code: uconnece21 

UConn ECE Assignments: 

❖ Watch and take detailed notes on the video “Types of Societies in Sociology”  
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceBqFO6sSI0 

❖ Watch and take detailed notes on Jared Diamond’s TedTalk “Why Societies Collapse” 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis&t=925s 

❖ Read and annotate the following articles*: 
o “What Traditional Societies Can Teach You About Life” by Amy Crawford 
o “This is how societies are starting to change our behavior” by Milenko 

Martinovich 
o “Social Roles and Social Norms” by Saul McLeod  

❖ Be prepared (thoughts and ideas) to answer the following question in extensive detail: 

What skill or contribution could you personally make to society? 

 

Links to both the videos and the articles can be found here or on Microsoft 
Teams. These assignments are expected to be completed by the first full 
day of class. If you have a printer at home, please print out copies of the 
articles. If you don’t, I will have copies on the first day of class. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to email or message me on Remind.  
       

See you next year! ☺ 

http://www.ece.uconn.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceBqFO6sSI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis&t=925s
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/people-places/what-traditional-societies-can-teach-you-about-life-172240516/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/10/this-is-how-societies-are-starting-to-change-our-behaviour
https://www.simplypsychology.org/social-roles.html#:~:text=Social%20Norms%20are%20unwritten%20rules,particular%20social%20group%20or%20culture.&text=behavior%20which%20fulfills%20these%20norms,predicting%20what%20people%20will%20do.

